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paratively cruder surroundings of America, was to
be avoided at any possible price, and I had no right
to hesitate.

The great Exhibition of Vienna, in 1873, found
the New York "Tribune" unprovided in time for
its correspondence, and the European manager,
my friend Gfl W. Smalley, proposed to me to go
out for the paper. There were three months still to
the opening, but the preparation of the ground-
work of a continuous correspondence, on an occasion
to which the American public attached much im-
portance, was a matter of gravity, and the time was
not too long. The editor had neglected the matter,
owing to considerations which deluded him, and I
was just in time to forestall the worst effects of a
scandal which made its noise in its day. The chief
commissioner, General Van Buren, had had associ-
ated with him, through influences which need not be
cited, several under-commissioners who were Jews,
formerly of Vienna, and of course obnoxious to the
society, official and polite, of the Austrian capital,
and who were exercising a most unfortunate influ-
ence on the prospects of the American exhibitors.
In addition to this, they had entered into a system of
trading in concessions for their personal advantage,
the competition being very keen, especially in the
department of American drinks, and their dealings
with the competitors had excited great indignation
in certain quarters. One of the disappointed appli-
cants, whose concession had been unjustly annulled
in favor of a higher bidder, came to me for advice.